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Madam President, 
Even by Hong Kong standards, Macao's tourism industry has seen very rapid growth in recent years. Visitor arrivals are now running at over 20 million a year ─ over 40 tourists per resident. Hong Kong's visitor levels are only a few million more than last year, leaving us with less than four visitors per resident. This is of course tied to the fact that Macao has now overtaken Las Vegas in terms of gambling revenues.

It is wrong for us to think that Macao's success is bad for Hong Kong. If some mainland tourists are going to Macao rather than Hong Kong, it is not the end of the world. Macao has no other industry.

I think it is also worth remembering that visitor numbers are not the only

measure of success in the tourism industry. Obviously, some retailers and

hotels benefit from each additional million visitors we receive, and some jobs are created.

But it is a basic fact of economics that most tourist revenues leave the

Hong Kong economy pretty quickly, because most of the things that visitors buy are imported. In addition to that, large numbers of tourists put a strain on our roads and border crossings. Tourist buses are seen as a problem in some neighbourhoods. Ideally, Hong Kong would be moving up the value chain and leaving mass-market tourism to other places ─ like Macao, perhaps.

Although the suggestions in this motion do not really address these issues, they are sensible, and I hope the relevant authorities will seriously consider them.

A single exit endorsement for mainland travelers covering Hong Kong

and Macao would be a very good idea. Even better, perhaps further ahead, would be endorsements covering Hong Kong and other destinations like

Southeast Asia. That will be a win-win situation for all parties concerned.

I believe everyone would also welcome a speedier, automated immigration system for Hong Kong visitors to Macao. Again, anything that would help to speed up the process for Hong Kong people elsewhere in the Delta Region would be very useful.

I also support the idea of Hong Kong increasing its co-operation with

Macao and the Mainland in professional and management training for the

tourism industry. This is a good example of how Hong Kong expertise can find new markets as a services export. Thank you.
